
Weekly Wrap-Up: December 1-7, 2007  
Quote of the Week 

"This special season will be 
one that you will always 
remember and that will go 
down in the books as one of 
the most remarkable in the 
University of Hawai`i's long 
and proud history." 
 
- An excerpt from a proclamation 
by Governor Lingle and Lt. 
Governor Aiona, declaring 2007 as 
the Year of Warriors Football. Read 
more. 

 

Thought of the Week 

"Chief of Staff Barry 
Fukunaga is ... focused on 
accomplishing goals through 
collaboration." 
 
- House Minority Leader, 
Representative Lynn Finnegan, 
praising the Governor's 
appointment of Barry Fukunaga as 
her chief of staff. Read more.   
 
 

 

"Getting this memorial is a 
godsend. It will help relieve 
my mind that those boys will 
not be forgotten."

- USS Oklahoma survivor Garlen 
Eslick, sharing his delight at the 
dedication of the USS Oklahoma 
memorial.  Crewman Eslick was on 
duty when the USS Oklahoma 
came under attack on December 

 

 
●     

Governor Commemorates 66th Anniversary of Pearl 
Harbor Attack.  Read more. 
 

●     

Barry Fukunaga Named Chief of Staff.  Read more. 
 

●     

Honoring the University of Hawai`i Warriors.  Read more.  
 

●     

Happy Chanukah!  Read a message from Governor Lingle 
and Lt. Governor Aiona. 

Governor Commemorates 66th 
Anniversary of Pearl Harbor Attack, 
Dedicates USS Oklahoma Memorial 
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7, 1941. Read more.     

  

Upcoming Events

December 8, Governor 
Lingle will participate in the 
dedication and blessing of 
1,129 acres of land on 
O`ahu's North Shore, which 
will be permanently 
preserved as part of a public-
private partnership. 
 
December 9, The Governor 
will preside over the 
installation of 2008 officers 
of the United Chinese Society. 
 
December 11, Governor 
Lingle will visit the Ka Hale 
Ho`ala Hou Na Wahine (The 
Home of Reawakening for 
Women) transitional facility. 
 
December 12, The 
Governor will address 
members and supporters of 
the Kaua`i Humane Society 
at the society's annual 
membership luncheon. 
 
December 13, Governor 
Lingle will attend the second 
meeting of the Hawai`i 
Innovation Council.  The 
Governor formed the council 
to advise her Administration 
on innovation-related 
initiatives throughout the 
state and to provide 
recommendations on Hawai`i 
innovation policies.

 Send to friends 

 Past Updates 

 Subscribe 

 Print 

Governor Lingle joined community, government and military 
leaders at a ceremony to remember those who lost their lives in 
the December 7, 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor.

The Governor laid a wreath on behalf of the State of Hawai`i and 
honored members of America's 'greatest generation' for their 
service, sacrifice and commitment to freedom.

"From that terrible day of infamy, our country and the American 
people showed amazing resolve and fortitude," said Governor 
Lingle. "We must continue to draw inspiration from that tradition."

Governor Lingle also paid tribute to the brave souls lost that 
December morning.

"It is our obligation to never forget their sacrifice and that 
includes taking active steps to remember," she said.

The Governor demonstrates this commitment through her work as 
a co-chair of the Pearl Harbor Memorial Fund, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to preserving the memory of these heroes 
by building a new museum and visitor center for the USS Arizona 
Memorial.

Governor Lingle thanked Pearl Harbor survivors for their 
willingness to share their stories about that fateful day, and for 
keeping history alive.

"Survivors are national treasures, an irreplaceable link to the past 
and a pivotal point in modern history," she said.

On December 7, Governor Lingle also participated in the 
dedication of the USS Oklahoma Memorial at Pearl Harbor.  The 
memorial pays tribute to the 429 sailors who lost lives aboard the 
ship - second in casualties only to the USS Arizona.

"Visitors worldwide come to learn about Pearl Harbor, and now 
they can learn about the USS Oklahoma and her crew," Governor 
Lingle said.  "The memorial will also teach future generations 
about their sacrifice and this important part of our past." 

 
●     

Read a proclamation from Governor Lingle and Lt. Governor 
Aiona, proclaiming December 7 as Pearl Harbor Remembrance 
Day. 
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Editor: 
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Barry Fukunaga Named 
Chief of Staff 

This week, Governor Lingle named state Transportation Director 
Barry Fukunaga as her chief of staff. 
  
"Barry has a tremendous understanding of state and city 
government and has proven to be an outstanding manager and 
leader," said Governor Lingle.  "He works openly and 
collaboratively, and is always focused on improving government 
efficiency and ultimately enhancing the quality of life for all the 
people of Hawai`i. Throughout his more than 30 years of public 
service, he earned the respect of his colleagues and staff.  He is a 
trusted member of my cabinet, and going forward I am confident 
he will continue to be very effective in implementing my 
Administration's initiatives."

Fukunaga has served in state government for close to 28 years 
and in city government for approximately six years.  Prior to 
being appointed transportation director in December 2006, the 
Governor named Fukunaga as DOT's deputy director of harbors in 
October 2004. 

Fukunaga served in various capacities for 25 years with the state 
DOT Airports Division, including airports manager, airports 
operations manager and airports services supervisor.  He was 
named the DOT Manager of the Year in 1994. 
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Fukunaga is new chief of staff 
 
Honolulu Star-Bulletin, December 3, 2007

 
 
 

Honoring the University 
of Hawai`i Warriors 

Governor Lingle honored the nation's only undefeated college 
football team, the University of Hawai`i Warriors, at the Na Koa 
Football Club's annual Alec Waterhouse Memorial Football Awards 
Banquet.

The Governor congratulated the players, coaches and staff for a 
successful season and thanked them for representing the State of 
Hawai`i with distinction on a national level.

"We're proud of you, not just for your undefeated season, but for 
the way you did it," Governor Lingle said. "You brought class and 
sportsmanship to every game and made all Hawai`i residents so 
proud of your achievements."

Throughout the season, the Warriors played with heart and 
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believed in themselves, and Hawai`i residents took notice.

"You look at their humility. This is a team that plays together, 
takes care of each other, and wins for each other," said Waipahu 
resident Vernice McKinney. "That's more important than the 
record."

On January 1, the Governor will cheer on the Warriors from the 
Superdome as they play Georgia in the Sugar Bowl in New 
Orleans.

In honor of the Warriors' outstanding season, the best in the 
University of Hawai`i's long and proud history, the Governor and 
Lt. Governor have proclaimed 2007 as the Year of Warriors 
Football.

 
●     

Read the proclamation. 
 

Crowd thinks Sugar 

Bowl is sweet 
 
Honolulu Star-Bulletin, 

December 3, 2007

 
 
 

Governor Supports Hawai`i's Nurses 
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As part of her ongoing support for Hawai`i's nurses, Governor 
Lingle attended a holiday gala for the Friends of the University of 
Hawai`i School of Nursing and Dental Hygiene. 

The Governor shared her appreciation for nurses' compassion and 
knowledge, as well as the significant impact they have on Hawai`i 
residents.

"When you are sick in a hospital and call for help, you hope for a 
nurse," Governor Lingle said.

To address nursing shortages in Hawai`i and across the country, 
the UH School of Nursing and Dental Hygiene has several 
innovative programs, including an intensive 18-month nursing 
training for people who have a bachelor's degree in another field 
and coursework for registered nurses who want their bachelor's 
degree.

This week, Governor Lingle released $6,837,000 for the design 
and construction of temporary facilities for nursing programs at 
UH's Leeward Community College, Hawai`i Community College, 
Maui Community College and Kaua`i Community College.

"This project will deliver expanded facilities quickly, so that as 
these colleges begin to expand their programs to address the 
shortage of nurses in our state, they will have the extra capacity 
they need," she said. 

 



Nursing programs get $6.8M boost 
 
Honolulu Advertiser, December 5, 2007

 
 
 

Celebrating 20 Years of the 
Organ Donor Center of Hawai`i 

Governor Lingle honored the Organ Donor Center of Hawai`i's 20 
years of sharing the gift of life with Hawai`i residents.

"The Organ Donor Center of Hawai`i is the kind of institution you 
want to have before you need it," said Governor Lingle. "I 
appreciate the decades of work, as well as the incredible impact 
you have on the lives of so many people."

There are 377 people in Hawai`i currently waiting for an organ. 
The Governor, a registered organ donor, encouraged residents to 
consider joining the registry - a decision that could one day 
save a life.

Governor Lingle also recognized the lifetime achievements of Dr. 
Livingston Wong, who performed the state's first kidney 
transplant almost 40 years ago, founded the Emergency Medical 
System in the early 1970s and was instrumental in the 
establishment of the Organ Donor Center of Hawai`i 20 years ago.

"Dr. Wong's work and life are an inspiration and model to us all," 
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said Governor Lingle.

 

Recorded by 
Lt. Governor James R. "Duke" Aiona, Jr. 

Airing Statewide beginning 
Saturday, December 8

Hawai`i's College Savings Program 
Preparing our students for higher education is a top priority of our 
Administration.  By launching Hawai`i 529 - Hawai`i's College 
Savings Program, we are helping families plan for the financial 
burden of a college education.

On behalf of Governor Lingle, I announced this week that our 
Administration is partnering with the Department of Education 
and the Hawai`i Association of Independent Schools to enhance 
the state's college savings plan. 

Investment earnings under this new plan are exempt from federal 
and state income taxes.

Hawai`i's college savings program allows parents to plan early for 
the cost of their children's college education and to make prudent 
investments today to benefit their children and grandchildren 
tomorrow.

To learn more about the Hawai`i 529 program, visit www.hi529.
com. 

 

Department of the Week

Human Services
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As part of the Lingle-Aiona Administration's ongoing commitment 
to finding innovative solutions to ease public and private 
hospitals' financial burden of treating uninsured patients, Lt. 
Governor James R. "Duke" Aiona, Jr. and Department of Human 
Services (DHS) Director Lillian Koller distributed $14,432,000 in 
new federal funding.

"The Lingle-Aiona Administration recognizes the critical role of 
Hawai`i's public and private hospitals in maintaining a safety net 
for uninsured patients," Koller said. "These federal funds will help 
ensure that our hospitals continue to provide quality care for all 
the people of Hawai`i, including the neediest among us."

Of the $14,432,000 DHS secured from the U.S. Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, a total of $7.5 million went to 16 
private hospitals to help cover their costs of treating uninsured 
patients during the 2007 and 2008 fiscal years. The remaining 
$6.932 million went to the Hawai`i Health Systems Corporation to 
help public hospitals.

This marks the third consecutive year the Lingle-Aiona 
Administration has obtained federal funding to assist public and 
private hospitals with the cost of providing charity care. In 2005 
and 2006, DHS distributed a total of more than $40.5 million to 
the hospitals. Prior to 2005, Hawai`i hospitals had not received 
federal funds for charity healthcare since 1994.



Isle hospitals cash in on $14.4M 

check 
 
Honolulu Star-Bulletin, 

December 5, 2007

 
 

 

A Navy diver from Naval Special Warfare Logistics Support 
conducted Lock Out Training with the nuclear-powered fast-attack 
submarine USS Hawai`i (SSN 776) for material certification. 
Material certification allows operators to perform real-world 
operations anytime, anywhere.
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We invite you to submit digital photos of your loved ones 
who are serving our country in the defense of freedom and 
liberty around the world.  Please e-mail your photos and a 
brief caption to governor.lingle@hawaii.gov.

 

 

600 crosswalks to get 

timers 
 
Honolulu Advertiser, 

December 4, 2007
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